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100 Club - On October 2nd   at a less formal
Harvest Festival service raising funds for Tear-
fund in Africa and food donations for Thurrock
Foodbank  Revd. Michele drew the 100 Club
winner. The winner was Kathy Bird
Churchwarden who donated the £10 to the
Tear-fund collection making the total £125.
Thanks to all for their donations. If you have yet
to buy a 100 Club ticket please let me know.
£10 for the year still gives eight chances of
getting your money back and two chances of
winning £50. Norman
Good News - I have just been advised of the
Government Energy Bill Relief Scheme impact
on Gas prices to St. Francis which includes a
discount of 9.1p/kWh for Gas excluding VAT.
The standing charge is unchanged at
27.780p/day. This welcome help will continue
from November through to March 2023 but it is
still a 70% increase. The P.C.C. are still, like all
of us, working on our parish budget to assess
the energy costs for our two
buildings. Norman
Revd. Max Blake’s - will
continue to be on display at St.
Catherine’s throughout
November. Max will be at the
church on Saturday mornings
from 10.30am until noon and his
work can also be viewed on Sunday mornings
after the morning service from about 11am until
noon. All of the work is for sale if there is
something that you would like to own.
Our second Big Quiz Night in aid of “tearfund”

will take place at St. Catherine’s on Saturday
19th November with doors open at 6.30pm for a
prompt start at 7pm. Tickets are £7 and we
suggest that you bring your own table snacks
although tea and cake will be available at the
interval. There will also be a raffle. We aim for
tables of 6 quizzers but these can be put
together on the night if your party is less (or
more) than 6.
Our Christmas programme of services and
events is:-
Sunday 4th December Worshipping Together
Christingle workshop and service 2 - 3.30pm
Saturday 10th December Christmas Coffee
morning 9.30am - 12.30pm
Sunday 18th December Carols and Candlelight
service with Grays Town Band at 6pm and
followed by seasonal refreshments.
ECO Church -while the PCC continue to
explore what we can do as a parish to reduce
our impact on the environment  we do well to
remember that we are “the church” and the
buildings are just where we meet. So we
should probably consider what we can do  as
our part. It has been said that as individuals we
can do very little and it is up to governments
and multi-nationals to solve the problems. But
as Tesco’s famous slogan says “every little
helps”. We know that there are pressures on
our electricity supplies during winter and
particularly at peak times. It is therefore in our
interest to reduce our consumption where
possible and a number of the energy suppliers
have ways of helping us to do this.

A prayer for all those affected by corona virus
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy. Sustain and support the anxious, be with
those who care for the sick, and lift up all who are brought low; that we may find comfort knowing
that nothing can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.



Reflections from The Rectory

'They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning

We will remember them.'

Words I am sure that will be very familiar to anybody who has ever attended a Remembrance
Service. Indeed they now form part of the Exhortation that leads us into the two minutes silence.
The 'Ode of Remembrance', is just one verse from a much longer poem “For the Fallen” written
by Laurence Binyon. It was first published in The Times in September 1914 and written to
commemorate and honour the British war dead at that time. Now it is read as a tribute to all the
casualties of war since that time on.
And ‘remembering’ is very much the theme in the church as we make our way through November.
All Saints Day, All Souls’ Day, Remembrance Day and Remembrance Sunday all sit closely
together and allow us time to be still and silent just for a little while. Most of our days are full of
noise. In our homes, in the shops, at school and in the workplace noise is a constant. But as we
observe these special festivals silence comes and we have the opportunity to remember, give
thanks and think about how we treat each other. We remember those who gave their lives in the
line of duty and we remember those known only to us.
On Sunday 6th November at 3pm we will be holding a Service of Memorial and Thanksgiving
for loved ones passed. This is a service open to all on the journey of grief and bereavement and
will consist of Bible readings, poems, hymns and words of reflection. We will also read out the
names of our loved ones and there will be an opportunity for you to light a candle in their memory.
Tea and cake will follow the service.
On Sunday 13th November, there will be the parish 'Act of Remembrance' at the Bata Memorial.
The service will begin at 10.50am and is open to all who would like to come. This is a wonderful
opportunity for generations young and old to come together to remember those who paid the
ultimate sacrifice and for those who continue to do so today.

'At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.'

Every Blessing to all,



Candles in Church - Do you know Why?
Almost the first thing we read in the old testament is that in the beginning ‘The earth was without
form and void, and darkness was upon the face of the deep’ the very first action of God in creation
was to say ‘Let there be Light’ and there was light.
Jesus uses the image of light to teach his disciples, Jesus said to his disciples, “You are the light
of the world,” like a city built on a hillside which cannot be hidden and everyone will see.

The Paschal Candle can be easily found in those churches, like St.
Catherine’s, that have them. It is usually taller, fatter and decorated with a
transfer. From Easter to Pentecost it has a prominent position near the alter.
The Paschal Candle is named after the PASCH, the passion, death and
resurrection of our Lord. Before the first Eucharist of Easter no candles are
lit. The  Paschal Candle is blessed during an Easter service, lit and represents
Christ the Light of the World. The service begins in darkness, but ends in a
flood of candle light. After Pentecost the Paschal Candle can be kept near the
font for use during Holy Baptisms.
Alter Candles Two candles have become standard on

the high alter in churches that have them, but there could be four or even
six. The most obvious symbolism is that the altar represents the throne of
God, from which the light of Christ shines on his people. Their use adds both
dignity and colour to the worship.

Baptism Candles During a Baptism a candle lit from a
Paschal Candle may be presented to the candidate or their family. This shows that
through the rite of Baptism the candidate shares in the life of the Risen Lord. The
words which accompany the candle also point to an important meaning. “Receive
the light of Christ to show that you have passed from darkness to light. Walk in the

light and keep the flame of faith alive in your heart, that when the Lord comes, you may be ready
to greet him”.
Votive Candle Lighting a candle in prayer can be a powerful symbol, full of
meaning. The lit candle reminds us of our Baptism, and the way that we share
in the life of Christ by sharing in the life of the church. When we go, leaving the
burning candle behind, we are reminded that our souls never leave the presence
of God in company with his Saints. Prayer is not self-centred, it is God centred
and an important element is prayer for other people and causes. It is also for
praying for a loved one. Candles are often lit, not just after a loved one has died, but at poignant
times during the year, such as birthdays, anniversaries of death and at All Souls day on the 2nd

of November.
I hope you have enjoyed reading this  as much as I have enjoyed researching it.
With blessings

Kathy



Thurrock foodbank
As we approach the season of Advent the Thurrock foodbank are repeating their annual
“Reverse Advent Calendar”. As the winter approaches the foodbank faces the twin challenges
of increased demand and falling donations and, over the years this has proved to be a good

way to increase
the food supply.
If you would like
to take part the
diary shows the
suggested daily
donations and
these can be left
at St. Francis on
a Wednesday
between
10.30am and
noon or on a
Thursday
between
10.30am and
1pm. Donations
can also be left
at St.
Catherine’s on a
Sunday morning.

The man who gave us the National Health Service
If you use the services of the National Health Service this autumn,
spare a thought for the ‘presiding spirit’ which led to its founding.
Aneurin ‘Nye’ Bevan was born 125 years ago this month, on 15th

November 1897, the sixth of ten children. The family lived in Tredegar,
Monmouthshire, where his father was a miner, and his mother was
the daughter of a colliery blacksmith.
When he was 14, Bevan followed his father and older brother in the

mines, but in his spare time spent hours in the local library, self-educating himself. At 19, Bevan
joined the Independent Labour Party and in 1919 he moved to London to continue his studies
and encountered the works of Marx and Engels. In 1925 his father died in his arms of the miners’
disease pneumoconiosis.
In 1926 Bevan was appointed a full-time union official and was soon caught up in the miners’
strike, which led to the General Strike of May 1926. Bevan became known as a firebrand activist
and agitator.



In May 1929, when he was 31, Bevan entered Parliament as Independent Labour Party member
for Ebbw Vale. A passionate socialist, he regularly attacked Neville Chamberlain, Lloyd George,
Winston Churchill, and even his own party’s prime minister, Ramsay Macdonald. Bevan’s
outspokenness caused the parliamentary authorities to suspend him from the house in 1937,
and his own party expelled him for a time in 1939.
When in July 1945 Labour was returned to government with a landslide, the new Prime Minister,
Clement Attlee, offered Bevan a Cabinet position. “I understand that you have much experience
of negotiation. I am offering you the post where you will deal with health, housing and the local
authorities.”
And so, at 47, Bevan became the youngest member of that Cabinet. He oversaw the building
of over a million new houses before 1950, and in 1946 the government steered through the
National Insurance Act, which created the infrastructure of what was to be the Welfare State.
In 1948 the National Health Service Act, which Bevan had seen through Parliament, became
law. This allowed people to receive, free at the point of use, medical diagnosis, and treatment
at home or in hospital. As the writer Brian Brivati observes: “It was the decision to nationalise
the hospitals that made the profound difference in the… creation of the NHS. This decision was
Bevan’s and its implementation was down to his skill, patience, and application as a minister.
It is the most significant and lasting reform in the history of the Labour Party, and it was achieved
by one man.”

The October PCC meeting
The PCC met on 10th October at St. Francis with most of the time taken up with considering
the forward programme of events leading up to Christmas. However before that a number of
points were dealt with. The meeting recorded their thanks to Les Schwar for repairing the gate
from the churchyard to the river bank. The treasurer advised the meeting of the latest situation
with our energy suppliers / costs and it was noted that the Diocese need us to advise them of
our  contribution to the “parish share” for 2023 in November. It was agreed that this would be a
topic for the next PCC when our budget for next year is clearer. Revd. Michèle advised that a
Fire Officer had visited St. Catherine’s and as a result we would update our fire risk
assessments with the help of an external consultant with a meeting set for 29th October. When
reviewing our harvest celebration this year it was noted that £125 had been raised for the tear
fund in addition to food donations for the foodbank. Think of next year ir was suggested that
we might have a harvest breakfast before the morning service.
Thinking of the next few months, apart from the schedule of services, the meeting discussed
whether we might be able to provide some kind of “warm space” for those that would have
difficulty keeping warm once the weather turns colder. It was decided that we would seek the
views of Rachel Farmer, our Local Area Co-ordinator.
With the cost of living crisis and pressures on personal finances it was agreed that, for those
that did not feel able to make up a Christmas shoebox of their own, at our Worshipping
Together service on 6th November we would pack six boxes with items that the congregation



William Temple:  Archbishop of Canterbury
During the Second World War, Winston Churchill was Britain’s Prime
Minister. At the same time, William Temple was Archbishop of Canterbury.
While Churchill led the country against Germany, Temple encouraged the
British people to trust the Lord for their deliverance and strength. Like
Churchill, Temple was a great leader, a gifted orator and a prolific writer.
He was also a theologian and social activist.
Temple was born on 15th October 1881 in Exeter, Devon. He was educated
at Rugby School and Balliol College, Oxford, from 1900 to1904. He loved
the music of Bach; the poetry of Browning and Shelley, and Shakespeare.

He was an avid reader and possessed a near-photographic memory.
He became president of the Oxford Union and after graduation, was a lecturer in philosophy at
Queen's College, Oxford. He was a member of the debating society and was a skilled and balanced
debater. Following his ordination in 1909, and priesting in 1910, Temple was headmaster of Repton
School for four years. He married Frances Anson in 1916. They were childless.
From 1921-29 Temple was Bishop of Manchester. During this time he was seen as a pioneer of
the Ecumenical Movement and gradually became a national figure. In 1926 he urged the British
government to seek a negotiated agreement to the General Strike.
Temple excelled as a moderator; a teacher and a preacher and his appointment as Archbishop
of York (1929-40) was a popular one. His influence also led to the formation of the British Council
of Churches and the World Council of Churches. During the 2nd World War he jointly founded the
Council of Christians and Jews to combat anti-Semitism and other forms of prejudice in Britain.
As Archbishop of Canterbury (1942-44) Temple became an outspoken advocate of social reform
and became involved in the campaign against unemployment, poverty and poor housing. He
believed in the rights of all people, whether rich or poor, and was a leading force for social justice.
He was grounded in the problems of the working man and in his book Christianity and Social Order
(1942) he shared his vision for all to have access to healthcare, education and decent housing.
His radical thinking and activism played a foundational role in the formation of the British Welfare
State.
Temple died aged 63 at Westgate-on-Sea, Kent on 26th October 1944. He was the first Primate
of All England to be cremated and his ashes were buried in the cloister garden of Canterbury

had supplied. To this end there would be lists at the back of church for people to indicate what
item(s) they would be bringing
Turning to our Christmas arrangements, at Revd. Michèle’s suggestion it was decided that our
Christingle service this year would take the form of a workshop and service on Sunday 4th

December between 2 and 3.30pm at which children with their parents would assemble their own
Christingle  rather than just pick up that had been made for them.
It was also agreed that, as last year, we would hold a Christmas coffee morning on Saturday 10th

December from 9.30am to 12.30pm - and bacon sandwiches would be available!







PARISH DIARY FOR  NOVEMBER
All services and events  may be changed in the light

of any COVID developments. Please see our
weekly newsletter for the latest information. It can be found on our

Website: www.stcatherinesthurrock.org.uk

        2 Nov     Mid-week Communion at St. Francis      10.00am
                      Then the community support “drop in”                10.30am-noon
        3 Nov  Foodbank at St. Francis        11.00am-1.00pm
        5 Nov  Church cleaning at St. Catherine’s     10.00am-noon

        6 Nov    3rd Sunday before Advent
  Worshipping Together and Holy Communion at St. Catherine’s 10.00am

       Service of Memorial & Thanksgiving for the bereaved
        at St. Catherine’s    3.00pm
        7 Nov Bible study and fellowship group at St. Francis   10.30am-noon
        9 Nov    Mid-week Communion at St. Francis      10.00am
                      Then the community support “drop in”                10.30am-noon
      10 Nov  Foodbank at St. Francis        11.00am-1.00pm

      13 Nov    Remembrance Sunday
Holy Communion at St. Catherine’s                9.30am

   Act of Remembrance at the Bata Memorial   10.50am
      14 Nov Bible study and fellowship group at St. Francis   10.30am-noon
      16 Nov    Mid-week Communion at St. Francis      10.00am
                      Then the community support “drop in”                10.30am-noon
      17 Nov  Foodbank at St. Francis        11.00am-1.00pm
      19 Nov   “Big Quiz Night” in aid of tearfund at St. Catherine’s    6.30pm

      20 Nov    Last Sunday before Advent
     Worshipping Together at St. Catherine’s              10.00am

   Café church style Holy Communion at St. Francis    3.30pm
      21 Nov  PCC meeting at St. Francis        2.30pm
      23 Nov    Mid-week Communion at St. Francis      10.00am
                      Then the community support “drop in”                10.30am-noon
      24 Nov  Foodbank at St. Francis        11.00am-1.00pm

      27 Nov    Advent Sunday
Holy Communion at St. Catherine’s     10.00am

      30 Nov    Morning Prayer at St. Francis       10.00am
                      Then the community support “drop in”                10.30am-noon

www.stcatherinesthurrock.org.uk


Life Events during October
Baptisms
  None
Weddings
  None

Committal of ashes
  None
Funerals
  12  October Alan Salton at Upminster Crematorium
  26 October Toni Eastman at Upminster Crematorium
Burials

None

Thinking of Guy Fawkes - by David Pickup, a solicitor
I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving
be made for all people - for kings and all those in authority, that we may live
peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. This is good and pleases
God our Saviour. 1 Timothy 2:1-3
Guy Fawkes Night used to be much more popular than it is now, and many
homes had bonfire parties and made ‘Guys’. Until the 19th century the law even
said that you had to go to church on that day for a special service, and no doubt
the day ended with bonfires and celebration.
The Observance of 5th November Act 1605 was also known as the
Thanksgiving Act, as it was a response to the deliverance from the Gunpowder Plot. It required
church ministers to hold a special service of thanksgiving annually on 5th November, during which
the act was to be read out loud in church. The act required that all "Ministers in every Cathedral
and Parish Church… shall always upon the fifth Day of November have a service which all
persons had to "diligently and faithfully” attend.
The introduction to the act described the “inhuman, barbarous and cruel” terrorist plot to murder
the king and his government, which was prevented by the miraculous discovery just in time. The
legislation said the country should always be thankful and have a “joyful day of deliverance”.
The law was repealed on 25th March 1859 by the Anniversary Days Observance Act, when other
special commemorative days dating from the Seventeenth Century were also being abolished.
People probably wanted to move away from some of these commemorations which were
anti-Roman Catholic.
Thankfully we live in a more tolerant era, but sadly, are we less grateful for our blessings? How
often do we have thanksgiving services in church? Now, more than ever, we need to pray for
our nation and show our gratitude for the many blessings God has given us and our nation.



Chris Ford
44, Northumberland Road

Linford, SS17 0PU
T:   01375 675863
E:   pewtalk@talktalk.net

The Priest in charge
REVD. MICHÈLE MARSHALL
The Rectory
24, Somerset Road, Linford
Stanford-le-Hope
Essex, SS17 0QA.
Telephone: 01375 671754 email: mjmarshall@fastmail.co.uk

PEWTALK Editor

The Services
 1st & 3rd Sunday’s, 10am at St. Catherine’s ‘Worshipping Together’.
 1st Sunday’s, 4.30pm at St. Catherine’s ‘Holy Communion’.
 3rd Sunday’s, 4.30pm at St. Francis informal Service of Holy

Communion (Café style).
  2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays 10am at St. Catherine’s Holy Communion.

Wednesday 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion at St. Francis
For Baptisms, Weddings or Funerals please contact Revd. Michèle Marshall

St. Francis Centre
The centre is available for hire at
very reasonable rates. To discuss
availability please contact:
Revd: Michèle Marshall or

Patricia Strong at:

patricia.a.strong@outlook.com

The Churchwardens
COLIN STRONG T: 07591 708955
E:- warden.colin.stcatherines@gmail.com
KATHY BIRD T: 07920 794716
E:- warden.kathleenbird@yahoo.com
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